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OFFICE OF

THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

February 13, 2018

The Honorable Andy Harris
U.S. House of Representatives
1533 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Harris:

Thank you for your letter regarding this year's Broadband Deployment Report. Your
views are very important and were considered as part of the Commission's review.

In Section 706 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Congress tasked the Commission
with encouraging the deployment of broadband on a reasonable and timely basis and issuing an
annual report on our progress. The report the Commission adopted earlier this month maintains
the same benchmark speed for fixed broadband service previously adopted by the Commission:
25 Mbps download/3 Mbps upload. It also concludes that mobile broadband service is not a full
substitute for fixed service. Instead, it notes there are differences between the two technologies,
including clear variations in consumer preferences and demands. As a result, the report
evaluates progress in deploying fixed broadband service as well as progress in deploying mobile
broadband service and takes a holistic approach to evaluating the deployment of these services.

Over the course of the past year, the culTent Commission has taken steps to reduce
barriers to infrastructure investment and promote competition in the broadband marketplace. But
far too many Americans still lack access to high-speed Internet.

Indeed, I agree with you that "broadband is essential for the viability and health of our
rural communities." That's why the FCC's top priority under my leadership remains bringing
digital opportunity to all Americans. And to that end, I asked my colleagues just last month to
join me in devoting $500 million in additional funding for cooperatives and small rural carriers
to connect Americans living in rural and Tribal areas. I look forward to working with you and
them to carry out our shared goal of closing the digital divide.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,



OFFICE OF

THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

February 13, 2018

The Honorable Chris Van Hollen
United States Senate
B4OC Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Van Hollen:

Thank you for your letter regarding this year's Broadband Deployment Report. Your
views are very important and were considered as part of the Commission's review.

In Section 706 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Congress tasked the Commission
with encouraging the deployment of broadband on a reasonable and timely basis and issuing an
annual report on our progress. The report the Commission adopted earlier this month maintains
the same benchmark speed for fixed broadband service previously adopted by the Commission:
25 Mbps download/3 Mbps upload. It also concludes that mobile broadband service is not a full
substitute for fixed service. Instead, it notes there are differences between the two teclmologies,
including clear variations in consumer preferences and demands. As a result, the report
evaluates progress in deploying fixed broadband service as well as progress in deploying mobile
broadband service and takes a holistic approach to evaluating the deployment of these services.

Over the course of the past year, the current Commission has taken steps to reduce
barriers to infrastructure investment and promote competition in the broadband marketplace. But
far too many Americans still lack access to high-speed Internet.

Indeed, I agree with you that "broadband is essential for the viability and health of our
rural communities." That's why the FCC's top priority under my leadership remains bringing
digital opportunity to all Americans. And to that end, I asked my colleagues just last month to
join me in devoting $500 million in additional funding for cooperatives and small rural carriers
to connect Americans living in rural and Tribal areas. I look forward to working with you and
them to carry out our shared goal of closing the digital divide.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.
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